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Abstract
The Assessment of SpondyloArthritis International Society (ASAS) classification criteria for Axial spondyloarthritis (axSpA) are designed to identify homogeneous groups of patients among those diagnosed with axSpA and provide a framework for research in this field. The data on the SpA features pertaining to the classification criteria are incomplete in patients with axSpA registered in Reuma.pt. When disease activity is not adequately controlled with non-pharmacological measures and first-line therapy with non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), biological disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs (bDMARDs), namely tumor necrosis factor inhibitors (TNFi) and interleukine-17 inhibitors (IL-17i), are possible therapeutic options with well-established effectiveness. Elevated C-reactive protein (CRP) is the strongest predictor of a good response to TNFi therapy. This also means that patients with negative or low CRP levels appear to have a poorer therapeutic response to TNFi. Given that IL-17i act at different points of the pro-inflammatory cascade, they may represent an important therapeutic option for this subgroup of patients, who tend to respond less favorably toTNFi therapy.
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