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Abstract
Pulmonary involvement in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a common and clinically significant complication, encompassing a broad spectrum of manifestations that remain insufficiently characterized due to diagnostic challenges, study variability, and limited treatment-specific evidence.
This study aims to assess the prevalence, clinical characteristics and associated factors of pulmonary involvement in SLE patients in a multicentre Portuguese cohort.
We will conduct a multicentric, retrospective study including adult SLE patients. In the first phase, we will include patients with at least one pulmonary manifestation attributable to SLE in order to detail the clinical, immunological and prognostic characteristics of these manifestations. In Phase II, we will integrate data from the national Rheumatic Diseases Registry (Reuma.pt) to assess its prevalence, identify demographic, clinical, and immunological associations and evaluate its impact on mortality and long-term outcomes.
Descriptive statistics will be used to characterize the population, and comparative analyses will be performed for each subtype of pulmonary involvement compared to the remaining cohort.
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